KEY POINTS Chapter 2

Essential Question: How did classical Chinese rulers establish a political framework that survived to the 20th century?

Identify:

Dao – the way of nature, avoid excess and appreciating the balance of opposites

Mandate of Heaven – stated, “heaven transferred its mandate to rule China” to the Zhou emperors (Sons of Heaven) 
Middle Kingdom – the stretch of territory from the Hwang He River to the Yangtze River


Analects – written by Confucius, contained Confucian doctrine     Dynasty – family of kings
  

Primogeniture – first born son of the same parents, would inherit property and position alike

Patterns in Classical China

What three dynasties ruled China during the Classical Era?  Zhou, Qin, and Han Dynasties

Describe how the Zhou government operated.

They didn’t have a powerful government but ruled through alliances with regional princes and noble families.  Rulers lacked the ability to control their territories directly and gave large regional estates to family members and supporters.  In exchange for land, the supporters had to provide the government with tax revenues and troops.  So it resulted in regional disloyalties and the decline of the Zhou Dynasty.

List what accomplishments were made by the Zhou?

They extended the territory of China by taking over the Yangtze River Valley.  It provided wheat-growing in the north and rice-growing in the south, which encouraged population growth.  The Zhou heightened the focus on the central government itself through the Mandate of Heaven.  They promoted linguistic unity and made Mandarin Chinese the official language.  Many oral epics and stories gradually were recorded in writing and aided in the development of a common cultural currency.

What Qin emperor took the title “First Emperor”?  Shih Huangdi 

List what steps Shi Huangdi took to centralize his control of China.

He extended the territory of China to the south reaching the South China Sea.  

He built the Great Wall of China to guard against barbarian invasions.  

How were Han rulers like Shih Huangdi and how were they different?

They were like Shih Huangdi because they kept the centralized administration of the Qin Dynasty.  They expanded the powers of the bureaucracy.  They also expanded Chinese territory, but into Korea, Indochina, and central Asia.  They were different because they wanted peace instead of brutal repression.  They also were in direct contact with India and traded with the Roman Empire through the Parthian Empire in the Middle East. 

Explain how Wu Ti improved the workings of the Chinese government.

The government was linked to formal training that emphasized the value of Confucian philosophy.  Wu Ti urged support for Confucianism, seeing it as a vital supplement to formal measures on the government’s part.  Shrines were established to promote the worship of ancient philosopher as a god.  

When and how did the Han dynasty come to an end?

The Han Dynasty ended in 220 CE because central control weakened and invasions by the Huns overturned the dynasty entirely.  The Huns had long threatened China’s northern borders.

Political Institutions

Describe the structure of the Classical Chinese government.

There were strong local units.  China relied heavily on tightly patriarchal families.  Individual families were linked through extended family network.  In wealthy landowning groups, family authority was enhanced by ancestor worship.  For villages, village authority surmounted family rule.  Leaders helped families regulate property and coordinate planting and harvest work.  Landlords provided courts of justice and organized military troops.

List the state functions of Classical China.

The Chinese government operated military and judicial systems.  They sponsored intellectual life by organizing research in astronomy and maintaining historical records.  They promoted Confucianism as the official statement of Chinese values.  The imperial government was active in the economy.  

Explain how the Chinese government was active in both cultural and economic affairs.
The standardization of currency, weights, and measures facilitated trade throughout the empire.  They sponsored public work like building canals.  They regulated surplus grain and rice in good times just in case harvests were bad.  The system of courts was backed by a strict law code where torture and execution were widely employed to supplement preaching of obedience and civic virtue.  The government taxed the subjects and required annual labor of every male peasant.

Religion and Culture

What was characteristic of religion in the Zhou period?

They maintained belief in one or more gods but they didn’t think about the nature of a god.

Describe Confucian teachings.

Confucius believed that is people could be taught to emphasize personal virtue, and then a solid political life would result.

The list of virtues stressed respect for your superiors.  Moderation in behavior, veneration of custom and ritual, and a love of wisdom is the character for a leader.  A leader must also be humble, be kind to his people, and listen to their best interests or the people will become rebellious.  True happiness rested in doing good for all, not individual gain.

Describe Legalist teachings.

They favored an authoritarian state that was ruled by force.  The army would control and the people would labor.  The idea of pleasures in education or courtesy were dismissed.

Why were Confucian teachings most accepted by the upper class?

They had the time and resources to pursue an education and participate in ceremony.

Describe the religious practices of most peasants.

Polytheistic beliefs persisted among much of the peasant class.  They created statues, emblems, and household decorations to honor the gods.  They also held parades and family ceremonies to attract the blessing of the conciliatory spirits.  They also believed in the symbolic power of dragons.

In what way was Daoism like Confucianism and in what ways was it different.

Daoism is like Confucianism because it was accepted by many in the upper class.  It was different because Daoism focused mainly on harmony with nature.  Political activity and learning were considered irrelevant to a good life.

What literary works became the basis of classical Chinese study?

There was a set of Five Classics consisting of historical treaties, speeches, political material, discussions of etiquette and ceremonies.  In the Classic of Songs, there are over 300 poems about love, joy, politics, and family life.  There are also Confucian writings.

Describe what artistic and scientific achievements were made by the classical Chinese.

Calligraphy stressed careful detail and concentration.  Many Chinese artists, painted, worked on bronze and copper, carved jade and ivory, and wove silk screens.  There was the Great Wall of China, and some imperial palaces and tombs.

Chinese astronomers developed an accurate calendar by 444 BCE based on a year of 365.5 days.  Later, they calculated the movement of planets Saturn and Jupiter and observed sunspots.  They invented a kind of seismograph, developed precise anatomical knowledge, and studied principles of hygiene to promote longevity. 

Economy and Society

Describe the Classical Chinese social system.

The landowning aristocracy and educated bureaucracy (Mandarins) were at the top.  In the middle were the peasants who were condemned to a life of hard manual labor and had some economic independence.  There was a huge gap between the upper class and peasant class.  Finally, the mean people were at the bottom.  They did unskilled labor jobs, which included performing artists.  They were punished for crime more severely and required to wear identifying green scarves.

What items were the focus of trade?

Silks, jewelry, leather, goods, and furniture

What was the status of merchants?

They were quite wealthy and important yet they had a low social status.

List the technological advances made by the Chinese during this time period.

Ox-drawn plows in 3000 BCE, a collar for draft animals (so they could pull carts without choking), pulleys, winding gear, production methods in textiles and pottery, and water-powered mills

Describe how Chinese families were structured.

There was an importance of unity and patriarchal power.  It was okay to severely punish your disobedient child or even kill them.  Strict control of your emotions was key.

In order of rank: grandfather, father = uncles, grandmother, mother = aunts, oldest son, oldest daughter, boys, girls

Explain how isolation affected the Chinese world view.

They didn’t have contact with many outside civilizations and viewed their world as a large island of civilization surrounded by barbarians who could do nothing but invade their country every once in a while.

How did tight family structures contribute to the larger Chinese political system?

It meshed with the strong impulse toward orderly politics and helped instill the virtues of obedience and respect that were important to the larger political system.

